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Period V. J dread the cdnfeguence. France will complain, and -with juft reafon, of a
feparate negociation; will take advantage of it to. animate Spain againft us;
and the emperour will take care to have it putt in that light of our having firft
^broak the matter to him. You may remember, that when count Kinfky began
to fpeak to lord Harrington firft, the Imperiall court had the affurance of
giving it out, that the application was firft made by England to them; and
therefore, if any hint ihould come from Vienna, I muft own it will prove, in
my opinion, of a more dangerous confeqeence,.at leaft, (unlefs we were aflured
of Spain in the firft place,) to conceal it from France, than we can ever expeft
to receive benefitt from it. But if we fliould firft fuggeft any thing to the
Imperiall court, without the knowledge of our allys, or even have that court
founded upon any point, in a manner that may give them handle or hopes for
a fort of a feparate negociation, we'{hall be more entangled and embarraiTecf
than ever. And although I own the prefent weaknefs of the cardinal!, yett I
don't think his intentions are altered, and I have lately feen him much out of
humour with Ghauvelin's conduct with refpeft to us; and I cannot'carry my
thoughts fo far as to interpret that minifterV behaviour in other courts, as a
defign to come to a rupture with us, but the effed of an afceildant and fupe-
riority which he "would endeavour to obtain over England, to whom he never
was a great friend. But fucfi fteps relating to rank, and of preventing our-
having too much creditt in other courts, which are not indeed friendly and
juftifyable, will never, on the other fide, juftifye our taking any ftep foi?
a feparate negociation without France, and will end to -our difadvantage^
efpecially In a point in which we are not fure of having the concurrence
of Spain; and by having not obtained that concurrence previoufly, will give
France fuch an advantage over us, even with that court, as I muft own I dread
the confequence of it.

Untill I know whether any thing has been done with the court of Vienna*
or what, and In what manner it has been done, I cannot pretend to judge of
the matter* But I think I know the views of the Imperiall minifters fo well*
tthat the advances of any one of the allys, without the reft, towards them, will
make a good conclufion of matters more diftant than ever. But I will fay no
more befides repeating my moft ear&eft Inftances to you to lett me and Poynte
come home, which, by the manner which you think we ought to aft in this
juncture, in taking all matters ad referendum, Is become more neceffary thaa
ever; and therefore I beg, for Gdd's fake, to. obtain immediate leave for our
coming away; for which I could mention fome other reafoais not proper,fpr
paper.

HORACEt from us, I muft owii
